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WARREN-Blackwood MLA Terry
Redman has described the North-
cliffe bushfire as potentially one of
the most devastating fires in the
State and pledged Royalties for Re-
gions money to prevent future
fires.

Mr Redman made the commit-
ment to secure funding for pre-
scribed burnings at a fire forum in
Pemberton on Thursday night.

“I think this fire had the poten-
tial to be one of the most devastat-
ing fires we’ve had in the State,” he
said.

Mr Redman acknowledged fire
fuel hazard prevention was an im-
portant issue and said the risks
grew when controlled burns were
not completed.

“I have given my commitment to
support Royalties for Regions
funds going into breaking the back
of this prescribed burning chal-

lenge that we have,” he said.
Manjimup shire president Wade

DeCampo followed up Mr Red-
man’s remarks with a promise to
double the number of prescribed
burns over the next four years.

“There is only $7 million a year
spent out of Government funds to
burn 200,000ha of prescribed burns
a year,” he said.

“We will not rest, as your local
government until we see increased
prescribed burning.”

Mr Redman, Cr DeCampo and
representatives from Department
of Parks and Wildlife, Department
of Fire and Emergency Services
and the Bushfire Front were on the
panel at the forum.

It was set up to allow members of
the public to ask questions and
make statements.

Bushfire Front chairman Roger
Underwood said he considered the
decline of the prescribed burning
program a “great folly”.

“I weep for what’s happened in
the forest and for the community,
but even more I weep for what I
know is going to happen because
it’s going to get worse unless things
change,” he said.

A petition for fire hazard reduc-
tion and an increase in prescribed
burns was put to the public.
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Putting out the bushfires
Government promises to increase prescribed burning to limit fire risk
TARI JEFFERS
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THREE weeks ago, the Yanmah
Bush Fire Brigade acquired a new
fire truck to replace a 24-year-old
vehicle.

The timing coincided with some
of WA’s worst bushfires but fire
control officer Brad Wren said it
was not a response to the North-
cliffe fires.

“It’s actually been in the pipeline
for a couple of years now,” he said.

“We wanted to replace the older
truck for quite some time and it fi-
nally came through.”

The new truck was put to work
immediately during the North-
cliffe fires, which burned through
about 93,000ha.

“It’s already been out to three
jobs and we’ve taken it on two
training runs,” Mr Wren said.

“It’s brand new – there’s only
1000km on the clock – but it was put
to work straight away so it doesn’t
look so new any more.”

Steve Vidovich, Brad Wren and Brad Murphy of the Yanmah Bush Fire Brigade are delighted with their new truck. PICTURE: TAELOR PELUSEY 

New truck
arrives in
time of crisis
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