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another excellent resultChris Rigoll     

34 Queen St, 
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T: (08) 9752 1888 
F: (08) 9754 8999

Busselton Land & Estate Agency Pty. Ltd.                                Licensed Real Estate & Business Agent ACN: 144 815 985

Call Chris  0408 000 632 
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chris@busseltonrealestate.net.au  
www.busseltonrealestate.net.au

LISTED & SOLD WITHIN 3 DAYS!  
Another happy seller.

17 Beachgrove Place, Geographe

     Selling your home with confidence,  
          local knowledge and exceptional customer service.        

SOLD

7 Days a week from 7 Days a week from 
6PM for dinner and 6PM for dinner and 

Friday, Saturday and Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday for lunch.Sunday for lunch.

Book your next Book your next 
function at the function at the 
Gateway HotelGateway Hotel
Call 9777 1053Call 9777 1053
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thirsty?

manjimup gateway hotel, Lot 1 Case Street 
(cnr Sth Western Hwy) PH: 9777 1053

manjimup gateway hotel Lot 1 Case Street
   specials only available at

Cooper’s Pale Ale stubbies 24’s

Carlton Dry stubbies 24’s

XXXX Gold stubbies 24’s

$4499

$3999

$3799

VB stubbies 24’s

Carlton Mid BlockC lt Mid Bl k

$4299

$3999

everyday price!

everyday price!

ends 23 mar 2015

ends 23 mar 2015

ends 23 mar 2015 SCAN FOR MORE SPECIALS

$4499
ends 30 mar 2015

Jack Daniel’s 700ml

$3499
ends 30 mar 2015

Bundaberg Rum 700ml

BUSHFIRE AFTERMATH

HILLBROOK Wines turned its
grape losses into profits for the
Northcliffe Bush Fire Brigade
with a fundraiser at the week-
end.

The Take Your Pick event in-
vited visitors to pick white
grapes, enjoy a sausage sizzle
and make a donation towards
the firefighting efforts in the
Northcliffe region.

Hillbrook Wines managing
partner Brian Ede said white
grapes this harvest were not
suitable for wine-making due
to smoke exposure.

“There were a few suggesti-
ons made but we decided the
best thing was to just eat
them,” he said.

“We raised $500 with the
event and it gave people the
chance to try different varie-
ties of grapes.”

Mr Ede sent samples to the
Australian Wine Researchers
Institute and a laboratory in
Busselton – both confirming
high probabilities of smoke
taint.

As a result, Hillbrook Wines
will not be releasing white
wines in 2015.

“We’ve lost a vintage but we

have good supplies of earlier
vintages so we’ll just slow
down movement into new mar-
kets for now,” he said. 

“The good news is there will
be no long-term effects on the
vines.”

A 2013 report from the De-
partment of Agriculture and
Food confirmed Mr Ede’s
statements in finding that
smoke-related aromas and fla-
vours would not carry over to
future vintages.

AWRI communication man-
ager Ella Robinson said she
understood the reluctance of
wine-makers to discuss the is-

sue of smoke taint as it was
“quite a sensitive topic”.

“I think people are worried
if they talk too much, they may
get a reputation that a partic-
ular vintage is smoke-tainted
even if it’s not,” she said.

“Also, testing is a lengthy
process so places might not
even know if they’ve been af-
fected yet.”

Wines of Western Australia
chief executive officer Larry
Jorgensen said one winery be-
ing affected did not mean
others were. “Smoke doesn’t
affect a whole geographic re-
gion equally,” he said.

Turning wine losses into 
a win for bushfire efforts
TAELOR PELUSEY

DECADES worth of rubbish
has been discovered in the fire-
affected areas of forest around
Northcliffe.

Walpole resident and Keep
Australia Beautiful member,
Michael Filby, said while it
was disheartening to find all
the trash, the discovery could
ignite change.

“The fires have exposed 60
years of environmental
abuse,” he said.

“The fires have given us the
opportunity for volunteers to
go in and do some cleaning
up.”

Mr Filby started his clean-
up earlier this month and col-
lected one dozen bags of rub-
bish in one day.

“I have adopted 105km of
highway, from the South West-
ern Highway Northcliffe turn-
off to Peaceful Bay,” he said.

“Now, following the fires, I

can stand on the edge of the
road and see at least 10 old bot-
tles within reaching distance.”

Mr Filby said the glass from
bottles – some of it shattered in
the fires – was a safety issue be-
cause it had been exposed.

“In a couple of years’ time

during wildflower season, peo-
ple going into the bush to find a
flower could injure them-
selves,” he said.

Additionally, Mr Filby urged
people not to throw rubbish
from their cars.

“I would hate for this to spoil

tourism or discourage wildlife
from moving back into the ar-
ea,” he said.

Visit www.kabc.wa.gov.au/
get-involved/adoptaspot for
more information about the
Keep Australia Beautiful
Adopt-A-Spot program. 

Denuded
forest lays
bare trash

Walpole resident Michael Filby makes a start on cleaning up decades’ worth of rubbish discarded in forest
that was burnt in the Northcliffe bushfires. PICTURE: TARI JEFFERS 

I REFER to the article ‘Push
for controlled burning
increase’ on the front page of
the Times on February 18.

There is much evidence to
show that controlled burns
are the way to go.

The Canberra bushfires of
2003 are a good starting point.

An inquiry, The McLeod
Inquiry, looked into
preparedness (or lack of)
leading up to the 2003 fires
and made a number of
recommendations – about 20
in all.

One was that increased
emphasis be given to

parts of the country –
bushfires in Victoria in
January 2009 and the
Warrumbungle Mounts of
NSW in January 2013, to
mention just a couple.

Surely the community – not
just the ACT but all over the
country – is entitled to better.

If the various authorities
won’t protect us then we
ourselves must act.

Just identify the danger
spots, build and maintain the
necessary fire trails and
back-burn and reduce fuel as
necessary.

Bob Tyndall, Erskine

was Mr Val Jeffrey, a person
whose firefighting experience
went back to the disastrous
fires of 1939.

Mr Jeffrey is reported in
2012 to have voiced concern
that there had been little
follow-up on the McLeod
recommendations.

No one has been held
accountable for the 2003 fires
and – because of bureaucratic
and political interference –
there had been no real
improvement in the ACT’s
preparedness for, and the
protection from, bushfires.

It is a similar story in other

controlled burning as a
means of reducing fuel loads.

Another was the
identification and
maintenance of a strategic
network of fire tracks and
trails.

In the lead-up to the 2003
fires, the people of the village
of Tharwa, ACT, employed
similar tactics – evidently
frowned upon by the ACT
Government – to protect their
village.

Fire went right around the
village but there was no
damage to the village.

The local bushfire captain

Ignoring history condemns us to fiery fate


