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SITUATION VACANT 
 

COULD YOU DROP EVERYTHING TO HELP? 
IF SO THEN CALL US NOW BECAUSE WE HAVE A POSITION FOR YOU 

St John Ambulance Bridgetown, Manjimup and Pemberton each require  

4 Volunteer Ambulance Officers 
 

 Skills/Experience Required:      

� Enthusiastic          
� Energetic 
� Community Minded 
� Willingness to Learn 
� Good Communication Skills 

 
 

In Return We Offer: 

�� Accredited First Aid Training 
�� Advanced Pre Hospital Care 
�� Health and Wellbeing Support 
�� Employment Prospects 
�� Uniform Supplied 
�� Dynamic Social Scene 
�� No Out of Pocket Expenses 
�� Supportive Learning Environment 
�� Job Satisfaction 

To apply, contact your local Sub Centre today 
BRIDGETOWN        MANJIMUP        PEMBERTON 

Email: sjabridgetown@westnet.com.au    Email: sjam@westnet.com.au    Email: pembertonambulance@hotmail.com 
Ph: 9761 1049        Ph: 9771 1374        Ph: 9776 1127 

CONCERNS farmers could be tar-
geted under proposed anti-protest
laws for “locking their gate” are
“ludicrous”, says Warren Black-
wood MLA Terry Redman.

“No reasonable person would
think these laws would apply to
farmers going about their normal,
everyday business,” the Regional
Development Minister said.

“To suggest that farmers could
be arrested for locking their gate is
ludicrous.”

Police Minister Liza Harvey said
the laws would deter “dangerous”
protests involving lock-ons, which
forced police to call in specialists
to cut offenders free.

Ms Harvey’s comments came the
same day cockatoo conservationist
Dee Patterson locked onto a car at
Nannup to protest against logging
Helms Forest near her Jamarri
sanctuary.

Opposition Attorney General
spokesman John Quigley de-
scribed the laws as extreme and
said the bill could be used against

anyone erecting a “physical bar-
rier” to legal activity.

Mr Quigley said the laws could
be applied to “a group of people
holding hands around a big tree”
or a farmer who “locked the gate”
against coal seam gas companies.

The laws would allow police to
arrest a farmer on suspicion he or
she intended to block access and
reversed the onus of proof, forcing
people to prove their innocence, he
said.

Lobby group WAFarmers has
joined the State Opposition in ex-
pressing concern about the bill,
which has been debated in the Up-
per House, for its broad language
and harsh penalties.

WAFarmers president Dale Park
said he feared farmers could be
criminalised over incidents such
as the peaceful protest against rail
closures at Woolorama this month.

Mr Redman said he supported
the right to protest peacefully but
“a strong line” should be taken
against anyone attempting to pre-
vent others from carrying out law-
ful activity.

Farmer fears at
laws ‘ludicrous’
KAREN HUNT

AS the dust settles on a busy three
months for emergency services,
new recruits are being sought by
the Manjimup State Emergency
Service team.

The SES has 24 active members
and manager Michael Mackay-
Blair said the team was always on
the look-out for more. “They don’t
have to be active physical roles – we
need people for radios and admin-
istration,” he said.

Mr Mackay-Blair said an intro-
duction to the SES included a ge-
neric induction that provided the
basics, including how to hit the
ground running.

“We are always looking for more
women to join the SES, we’d like
more of a balance between men
and women,” he said.

Mr Mackay-Blair said he wanted
to emphasise that SES personnel
were not firemen and did not go in-
to fire zones.

“But if you do want to be on the

fire front, absolutely join a fire bri-
gade,” he said.

Mr Mackay-Blair thanked SES
members for their hard work in the
past three months. 

“They put in a sterling effort and
I couldn’t ask for a better team,” he
said.

To register interest in joining or
helping out the Manjimup SES,
phone Mr Mackay-Blair on 0427 389
766 or drop by the emergency ser-
vices building on Bath Street at
7pm on Mondays.

Manjimup SES communications operations officer Emma Soanes and team leader Jo Ryan are urging community members
to help out with a variety of physical and non-physical roles. PICTURE: TARI JEFFERS 

Rising from the ashes to build support
TARI JEFFERS

“We need 20,000 signatures,
nothing less, and we are calling on
all the communities in the South
West to try our damnedest to do it,”
Mordallup man Mark Muir said
when he put the petition forward
as a motion.

Mr Redman said following a dis-
aster, there was a six-month win-
dow to shift people’s opinion on an

issue such as prescribed burns.
Cr DeCampo said the communi-

ty should continue putting pres-
sure on relevant agencies to pre-
vent a loss of momentum.

“We need a solution going for-
ward,” he said.

At the beginning of the meeting,
DFES Lower South West superin-
tendent John Tillman said 52 fires
caused by lightning were detected
on January 29.

Action promised over fires
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