
The picture, above, is of a property in Balingup, 
WA which has many features of a f irewise 
garden. It has mown, green grass, wide 
driveways, mostly deciduous trees (none over 
the house) and small shrubs around the house 
and good access to water. Native trees and 
shrubs, many of which have volatile oils in 
their foliage, are kept out of the Building 
Protection Zone and are sparse in the Hazard 
Separation Zone. 

A park-like garden landscape.

Firewise Communities is a US-based project 
run by NFPA; supported by Government and 
the insurance industry. It aims to facil itate 
communities helping themselves to lessen 
their risk of wildf ire attack. It has a strong 
online presence including using Twitter to 
educate homeowners about wildf ires; a 
technique in its infancy in Australia. 

f irewise.org  
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- Homeowners are best placed to  look 
after their own properties, their castles.

- Education needs to be positive. 
- Marketing techniques are needed.
- Incentives and rewards encourage action.
- Residents often pay emergency levies; 
they are customers buying a service.

- Aim is for self-defensive properties with 
lowered risk to ember attack.

Scope This poster is not about fighting fires in Western Australia, although there will always be 
a need for effective response to a bushfire. They are endemic to the South West forests and 
grasslands, the bush, and if left unmanaged will pose a potential risk to lives and property. 

Rather this poster is about ways of making it less likely for a bushfire to catch hold and adversely 
affect people, their homes and neighbourhoods, ie to become firewise (being savvy about living 
with bushfire). Where a bushfire is likely to have the most damaging effect is at the Rural 
Urban Interface where structures are within 100 m of  bush. "Bushfire Penetration ..." 

M oving to the country M any city people have chosen to live in these RU I areas and whilst 
enjoying their proximity to the natural environment are often unaware of danger or, even if 
aware, they may not to do anything as it is thought to be either too worrying, too hard or a fire 
engine will be on hand. They may be branded as being apathetic or complacent. There is little 
value in blaming them; instead we need to engender a culture of self-reliance and a willingness 
to share with government bodies the responsibility for fire safety by becoming firewise. 

Legacy housing With new housing and planning rules catering for safer living in fire-prone 
areas the major problem is how to deal with existing older houses. There could be 100,000 or 
more at-risk dwellings in WA, eg timber houses, many surrounded by overgrown thickets. 

Reducing r isk  There are simple, yet effective, actions that can be taken to: (a) reduce the entry 
of embers into the house and (b) create low fuel zones near the house; where choosing low 
flammability plants, keeping them fresh (no build up of dead material) and their placement are 
critical. See Plant Guide       cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/landscaping/  Along with prescribed burning, 
both around settlements and across broader landscapes, a home set up on firewise principles can 
be much safer when bushfires occur than one that is not so prepared. 

Examples below of "cool" burning of litter, pruning down shrubs and use of gravel, succulents.

Current approach to changing 
behaviour tends to be 

authoritarian, rather than 
encouraging and supportive. 
Contrast the militaristic sign 

on a SW road (l) with the 
Water Corporation ad (r).

http://firewisewa.me
http://www.bushfirecrc.com/sites/default/files/managed/resource/bushfire-penetration-urban-areas.pdf
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/landscaping/
http://www.firewise.org/?sso=0
https://twitter.com/Peta_FirewiseWA
https://www.facebook.com/firewisewa

